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has been converted into a political gathering, and members
are forgetting their legitimate business which is to look
after the welfare of the city. This Board is not a place to
carry on political propaganda but a place where they
should seek for and devise means and methods to carry on
the work entrusted to them. The party who were respon-
sible for getting on the Board by specious promises of reduc-
ing the taxes and better management of the affairs of the
Board, were signally failing in their duties in wasting their
time over what Lord Reading had or had not done, with
which, as a member of the Board, he was not concerned.
They had promised a millennium to the people of Allahabad,
but some things that they were doing, if disclosed, would
not reflect any credit on them. Their action would be
construed in an adverse light and would have a bad effect
on their endeavours to convert Allahabad into a real
capital."

The personal attacks on Lord Reading were not very
general, but they started a fashion of abusing English
politicians all round. This indulgence in personalities,
however reprehensible and futile, was at least compre-
hensible in the case of those who were regarded as opponents
of the Reforms, but it became outrageous when resorted to
at the expense of men who were doing their best to support
the views of those who were their critics. Viscount Peel
had succeeded Mr. Montagu as Secretary of State, and
without aspersing the knowledge and intelligence of any one
it may be stated as a fact that his views and personality
were not known or appreciated in India. In some mysteri-
ous way the view was circulated that Lord Peel was not
merely autocratic but Ul-disposed towards India. The
truth was the opposite of both charges. A less autocratic
and more considerate gentleman than the new Secretary
of State could not be imagined, and as for his sentiments
towards India they were shown to be the exact-opposite
of the allegation by his acts and words.

Expression was given to this mistaken prejudice in an
address presented to Lord Reading by the National Home
Rule League during a visit to Madras at the end of last